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Sarasota County and the Town of Longboat Key are collaborating to construct a 10,000-square-foot library
at the Town Center Green. The Longboat Key Library will be a gathering place for residents to meet their
neighbors, learn new skills, take part in educational workshops, and enjoy the quality of life that makes
Sarasota County a great place to live, work, grow, play and learn.

The Longboat Key Library will become the newest facility in a system currently comprised of
10 community branches, a history center, and a mobile library, that provides opportunities for lifelong
learning, cultural engagement, and enriching activities for all ages. With an extensive collection of over
2.5 million physical and digital items, the county libraries support the diverse interests and needs of our
community members, serving as a vibrant hub for exploration, connection and intellectual discovery.

Sarasota County will be funding a core library that includes collections, technology and meeting rooms.
In addition to these spaces, the county will fund ongoing operational costs, including materials and staffing.
It is estimated that the annual cost to operate the Longboat Key Library will be $1 million.



OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING

COMMUNITY WING
AND MEETING ROOM

The community wing includes the primary meeting
room, which can be enlarged to accommodate up to
200 individuals. This large and visible space will host
performances, workshops, lectures, and community
events and gatherings. Located adjacent to the lobby
and serving as the hub of the facility, the meeting
room will be used continuously. Programs will include
author and informational presentations, workshops
on a wide range of topics, music performances,
hands-on activities, etc. A donation to enhance the
community wing will fulfill the community’s desire

to have a library that hosts educational and cultural
events to enrich residents’ lifelong learning and
quality of life.




TERRACE ON THE TOWN CENTER GREEN

A donation for the terrace is essential to enable the construction of this exterior space that will be a central
gathering spot for library users and visitors to the area. The terrace will feature inviting furniture and expansive
views of the green. Visitors can use the space as a quiet reading nook or an area to connect with friends and
colleagues. The terrace will be a flexible space that can be transformed for outdoor events hosted by the library.
A covering to provide shade will allow the terrace to be used continuously, even during the warmer season, to
enhance this space.
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READING ROOM

The reading room is the heart of the library, featuring collections, comfortable places to read and work, and access
to technology. The reading room will also have views of the exterior terrace and the Town Center Green. Whether
browsing for a particular book, enjoying a newspaper, or using the area to work in a quiet spot, this will be one of the
most frequently used areas of the library. A donation for the reading room will contribute to upgrading this area’s
fixtures, furnishings, and equipment.

CONFERENCE ROOMS

The Longboat Key Library will feature two conference rooms adjacent to the primary reading room. These rooms are
some of the most popular spaces in Sarasota County, as they are perfect for small groups and business meetings.
These rooms may also feature micro-programs, such as book discussions and tutoring sessions. Conference rooms
will be accessible to all library visitors and can be booked via an online reservation system. A donation for the
conference rooms will contribute to upgrading their fixtures, furnishings, and equipment.

PROGRAMS/EVENTS

All Sarasota County libraries host educational and cultural events, workshops, performances, and presentations.
Programs for adults include hands-on art classes, author presentations, music concerts, technology training, and
more. Children's programs include developmentally appropriate sessions that encourage literacy, prepare children
for school, and keep children engaged in learning all year long. A donation for programming will allow the library to
offer special events beyond the library’s normal programming schedule.

COLLECTIONS

The Longboat Key Library will house an extensive collection of popular materials, including books, media, and
technology. From bestselling novels to books that delve into history and science, donors may choose to support
specific subject areas or formats that are meaningful to their lives. There is no better way to support the library than
to donate to supplement the collection.

For more information, please visit SarasotaCountyLibraries.org or call 941-861-5420.




